








What keeps us so attracted to our art form? Is it the 
effects of layered translucent color, the glassy finish 
or all the painting styles and techniques? For me, it’s 
the many choices we have. The shape of a blank, sub-
ject, or any design ideas are only a start. The beauty 
of our art is that it provides us the chance to change 
our minds along the way. This creative process is a 
personal journey. The journey becomes more enjoy-
able when we know our tools and materials. I believe 
brush control is the backbone of our skills. Skill 
brings freedom. It makes the creative process con-
fident, fun and satisfying. The “thrill of the hunt” in 
our art may be what intrigues us most.
 
I like to paint the favorite landmarks of our area. The 
use of photographs help make accurate, represen-
tational drawings of a site. From a good drawing a 
design can be created and should include something 
alive. The historic Saugerties Lighthouse on the Hud-
son River in Saugerties, NY is a special, serene spot. 
It’s a Bed and Breakfast for visitors and a habitat for 
many kinds of waterfowl. The painting is on a tex-
tured, porcelain tile. It lends a tranquil feeling and 
brings back memories.
 
Another local historic landmark is the Saratoga Race 
Track, one hundred and fifty years in it’s existence. 
Some of the original Victorian grandstands and sta-
bles are still there. The village of Saratoga, NY comes 
alive with excitement for racing season during the 
month of August. The draw for me has always been 
to experience the magnificent beauty of the horses. 
At the paddock horses are assembled, saddled, and 
paraded before each race. Watching, you can hear 
them snort and smell their leather gear. They look 
sleek and strong, and yet are so fragile. To paint the 
race track I chose a large oval glass bowl as a blank. 
Painting on glass is a more recent passion. The same 
principles apply as are for porcelain painting. The 
difference is, we can see through a glass blank. This 
allows for exciting design possibilities. Looking from 
any side of this bowl one can relive the spirit of a 
Saratoga race with all of it’s trimmings. I used glass 
paints and lusters to create this project.
 
Stemware can be a fun way to combine glass paint 
with lusters. These products may be fired together 
but should not touch in the wet state. If so, they 
tend to bleed in an unattractive manner. With a 
little planning and resist some glass designs may be 

completed in a few as two fires. The seahorse, as ex-
ample, could be done in any color. Sketch the design 
on the surface of the glass with a Sharpie permanent 
marker as a guide line. It fires away. Fill the pattern 
with white glass paint using deliberate strokes to 
create some texture and fire at glass temperature or 
cone 022. Then decorate the white shape with a few 
strokes of colored glass paint. Choose and apply a 
matching colored luster for a harmonizing base, and 
fire again. 
     
Who can resist the luminosity of lusters? I like to use 
lusters in a painterly way as well as in a decorative 
manner. One can flow luster for interesting effects. 
Luster can have controlled edges and highlights. It 
can be applied solidly for a mirror looking finish. For 
me, practicing brush strokes with porcelain paint 
on china was a natural springboard into skills for 
luster use. Luster works best with the least amount 
of manipulation because it begins to dry instantly. I 
like to work my luster, a few drops at a time, off small 
tiles. A tile for each colored luster and one with a few 
drops of lavender oil. Lavender oil in small amounts 
helps keep luster open, for more control. It does 
dilute the color, so a little on a brush pressed dry is 
often enough.    
 
Photos of birds and flowers help us understand their 
structure. If structure is accurate in our painting 
there’s freedom to include unexpected colors, inter-
esting textured backgrounds or an unusual place-
ment of the subject. The little surprises are exciting. 
When we alter what’s expected our painting becomes 
more creative and fun looking.
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